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GETTING READY TO KN

pervisors is Patti Campisi, representing
the City of Torrance as she clutches
tickets to the “"Know Your Supervis-
ors’’ luncheon to be held at noon, Oct.

3 at the Jump ‘N Jack
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2900 Pacific Coast Highway, Looking
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Critics of City Council
Answered by Sciarroffa

At last night's council
meeting, Councilman Reoss

Sciarrotta issued a statement!

@n reply to recent charges
that the 'Torrance Cily
Council has powers that it
is not using because "I felt
an answer was in order to
get the record straight.”

Two articles, said
rotta, alleged that council
members are derelict in
their duties in solving the
“police problem,” because
hey do not use the powers
they now have,

Sciarrotta added that the
eritics were right in saying
the Council has the power,
“but both were wrong when
they intimate Council has
not made use of this power ”

“Long before the assistant
District Attorney made his
well-publicized raids,” said
Sciarrotta, “the city manager

as asked to inquire into
firms available for making a
comprehensive study of the
police department.”

It Takes Time

“Arrangements such
these,” said Sciarrotta, “take
time and waiting for the
right persons to make the
investigation also takes
ime,”

Sciarrotta scoffed at the
idea that members of the

Sciar-

as

[find out whether or not it
|ig solvent.”

He said that such tasks
are left to experts and often
even the experis are bewil-
dered. “Under ‘the circum-
stances,” he said, “the City
Council did the wise thing
tby bringing in the experts.
Even the experts claim it
will be two months before a
report may be available.”

4 Steps Taken

Sciarrotta said the City
Council has taken all the
necessary steps. He listed
them as follows:

1, The police department
is under study for a possible
reorganization program.

2, The attorney general
has been invited to investi-
gate' both the police depart-
ment and the assistant Dis-
trict Attorney’s activities
and accusations,

3. The Council is ready
to take appropriate action
when the facts are made
known,

4, The City Council is con-
gidering a new ordinance de-
signed to strengthen the po-
lice department,

Sciarrotta said public ser-
rants, under civil service
rules, cannot be ousted, de-
[moted, or penalized without
[just cause,

“We all want a clean city,”
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TWO TEENAGE GIRLS

- BEATEN BY YOUTH

WATCH IT .. . Traffic Laws P

Changed Friday, Sept. 20 '

| Torrance drivers are ask-,
led by the California High-
[way Patrol to make nots of|

wasg amended to provide for

raising the limit to 70 miles| |

per hour (from 65 mph) un-|
der certain conditions and in|

Dick Pile, chairman,
honor at the event will be Los Angeles
County Supervisors Burton Chace and

right, Guests of |

i.\'em. 20, as on this day over|

| cant changes

300 changes in motor vehicle|specified locations. }
law will go into effect. The limit can only be esta-|

Among the most signifi-|blished on freeways where| |

those with an|access is fully controlled and |
on vour|/there are no crossings at|
are those

immediate effect

grade--and then only after| !

Kenneth Hahn. Tickets are available
at $3 per person at the Chamber of
Commerce office, 2204 Torrance Blvd.

{everyday driving
dealing with speed laws,
The basic speed law now
(requires drivers to use wea-
ther conditions and vigibility|
as guides in setting a safe
| speed—in addition to the al
[ready established factors of
road surface and width, and
traffic conditions. ‘
The amendment empha-|
sizes the necessity for ex-

\Fun X E N treme ‘caution when visibili
[ty is limited by such condi-

Can a girl have a gleam of | {ions as fog, blowing dusty
humor in her eyes and hide|,..in snow  ete.—conditions
a streak of sadness in her| hi.h greatly increage thel
heart at the same time? lr-han(-os of mlilhip\(‘. chainre-

Can the fact that a voeal-|2otion eolligions.
ist once was a dancer he de-| " (ujifornia’s  basie
tected as he sings? law, though often misunder-

Just for fun, why not turn|gtood, takes precedence over
to the Entertainment Page|all other speed laws., At no|
on (3 and see? time may a driver proceed|
‘ at a speed which endangers

; persons or property, no mat-|
ou‘ an |ter what the posted or exist-|
{ing limit may be. w

National TV

| A related measure which|
hears on the same problem|
|is the redefining of darkness|

The Torrance Area Youth
Band, along with 27 other
youth bands of the Southern

| to include periods when visi-|
| bility is insufficent to make

California Youth Band Coun-

cil, will perform for the half-

|any vehicle or person clearly |
time activities for the Okla-

\

|discernible at 500 feet. At]
homa-USC footbhall game at
the Coliseum on Saturday

PRESS photo

speed |

such times, vehicle head-|
lights must be turned on. |
The maximum speed law|
. . -

afternoon, Sept. 28, The TO C|V|I SerV|Ce
game and entire half-time| policy of selecting a police|
show will be televised “““;m(l fire chief adopted by
(Walteria Park via chartered|Board to receive its recom

{bug for the Coliseum at 8.!mendation.

The -Torrance Junior| A special of the

. -
Chief Selection
|tionally as the “Game of|the council last week was
Youth Band will appear at{board will be held at 7 p.m

meeting

v y ' T o P . . . o " : | s g ‘
City Council should have|gaid Sciarrotta. “Often am-|the 1.0s Angeles County Kair tonight at city hall,

made the investigation per-|hitious individuals do a dis-/in Pomona on Sunday, Sept.
are{gervice to the community by |29,

sonally, “The eritics

1o
for

The
to open

|
| w 7
[the Week, returned by councilmen last
plan is

* |

Policy Goes Back

[ The band will leave Hu-’night to the Civil Service|
examination

present

They are scheduled the

asking the impossible,” heltaking advantage of situa-|play a concert there in thelpolice and fire chief to'men
(9 58 | .
said. “Tt takes experts to un-/tions such as this to enhance

cover anything in a highly|
gpecialized department.

(S

bank,” said Sciarrotta, “to

political aspirations. In this

\way, they create false ima-|hy chartered \
“This would be like asking\ges 1o advance their own|from Walteria Park at 9 a.m.|ulation.
he City Council to go intoicause. Those tactics are zel- and returning around 8:30]

'dom rewarded.”

"Grapevine Rumors” Indicate Dissatisfaction |
Over Council Decision, States Peebles’ Letter |

City Manager Wade Peebles has denied that the selec-

tion of a new fire or police

chief from outside Torrance

has already been secretly decided and that was the reason

why examinations for the

post were thrown open to

'eligib]e officers throughout the state.

In a letter directed to both
Fire Chief J, J. Benner and
Police Chief Percy Bennett,
Peebles acknowledged that
“grapevine rumors” indicat-
ed a dissatisfaction over the
decision to go outside Tor-
rance for the new chiefs,

The rumors apparently

ere to the effect liat such

ction would destroy morale
in the departments, !

“T sincerely hope.” witel
Peebles, “that thess rumors
will not materializ» "

He added that tha individ

ual morale of the officers|didate is being, will be, oritunity to personally read and
and men of the depytments has been considered by this/understand my position in|
the,office for either fire or police|this matter.” |

ghould be built

uvynn

foundation of personal lead-
ership, technical competence
and the spirit of competition.

Then City Manager Pee-
bles came to what seems to
be the heart of the matter.

‘I have also been advised,”
he wrote, “that some p-ople
believe that an open com-
petitive examination was re-
quested in order ,that a fa-
vorite pre-selected candidate !
would be chosen.

“I want to unequivocably
state,” added Peebles, “that
no favorite pre-selected can-

| Amphitheatre at 2 p.m. The|in the first three ranks of
band will travel tn the fair/the departments in cities
bus, leaving|with more than 80,000 pop-
|
If
policy
|by a city ordinance before
[it ean become effective.

approval, the
be reinforced

given

ip.m, must

chief.”

The city manager said his
desire to have an open exams-
ination is “founded on the
spirit and philosophy of the
democratic civil service sys-
tem and that recruitment
.« » 8Should be commensurate
with the highly accelerated
growth of the city.”

Peebles said he hoped that
men from Torrance “will
pass the open competitive
examination with a high
enough score to merit con-
sideration.” ‘

City Manager Peebles re-
[quasted the chiefs to post his|
Intter on bulletin hoards so|
that “all of the officers and|
men may have an oppor

It's 80 easy to place a
Press want ad. Just pick
up the phone and call
DA 5-1515. An expéri-
enced, courteous ad-taker
will word a low-cost, re-
sult-getting want ad. Do it
now! Just dial DA 5-1515
and turn your ‘“don’t
needs” into ready cash!
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an engineering survey by|
the Department of Public
Works determines the 70|

mph limit is both l'o;xsmmhlﬂ

fand safe, and the California

Highway Patrol concurs,
The limit becomes effec-
tive only after signs are_post-
ed indicating a 70 mph maxi-|
mum, as well as signs indi-!
cating that slower traffic
must keep right.
Thus California’s
mu ), Spee

maxi-

School buses, cars pulling| |
frailers, and farm labor bus-| |

»d actually pemains| |

g

es, -all of which are limited| |
to 50 mph or less, are re-| Q

quired to drive in the right-|
hand lane of multi-lane high-!
wavys.

The speed limit in an al-
ley is no 15 miles per hour.

Trucks with three or more|

axles now have a maximum|
speed limit of 50 mph. Pre-|
viously, trucks were restrict-|
ed to 45 mph on two-lane|
roadways.

(Next—Right of Way laws
in Friday's PRESS.)

Girls Sought 2
For Color Guard |

An all girl color guard and |
drill team is being formed in|
the Torrance area for pa-|
rades, contests and competi-|
tions.

There for

are openings

|girls hetween the ages of 12

and 20, No experience is nec-
essary; just lots of fun and
good times, mixed with a lit
tle hard work.

This organization is being
by the Bert S.
Crossland American l.egion
Post No. 170 of Torrance,
1109 Van Ness Ave, (former-
ly Border Ave.) Torrance

Practices are being held
Saturday alternoons be
tween 2 and 4 p.m. at the
parking lot adjnining the Le

[gion Hall, All girls are wel

come.

A TORRANCE LANDMARK is disappearing this week
as workmen with huge tractors demolish the old Fish
Shanty Restaurant building on Pacific Coast Highway.

TWENTY FOOT plant, a
Agave Picta, from Mex-
ico, 1S growing in the
front yard of Mr. Harry
Earle at 18535 Dorman
Ave. The plant, growing
for over ten years, first
bloomed this week, Mr,
Earle, an amateur gar
dener, says the plant is
still growing.
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Suspect Strikes Vehicle,
Then Assaulfs Occupants

Two teen-age Torrance girls were beaten Monday
night by an unidentified man who previously had re-
peatedly rammed the car driven by one of the girls sister
in a downtown parking lot.

The girls, Nancy Bernard,

16, of 1219 Fern Ave. and
Kathleen Peters, 16, of 1219
Kornblum Ave.,, were not
| hospitalized.

Witnesses said the attack

rear of the girls car.
“Please stop,” pleaded one

of the distraught teen-agers.
The man laughed. He

backed up his car and began

to ram that of the girls.

The excited girls got out
of the car only to be met by
the driver of the other car.

He struck Nancy Bernard
on the face with his fist,
knocking her down.

The other girl tried to as-
sist her friend and also was
and knocked to the

fwas unprovoked.
{ According to police re-
ports, the car driven by one
of the girls had driven onto
the parking lot of an ice
cream parlor and the car dri
ven by the man pulled up
behind them,

When the car behind stop
ped, one of girls motioned
for the driver to pull around
her car.

Rammed Car

Instead, he rammed

Homeowners Jam
Council Chamber

More than 75 homeowners from the Walteria section
of Torrance arrived at city council chambers last night
to protest a zone change only to have the person requests
ing the change withdraw his request.

Albert Levitt, petitioner for the change from A-l to
R-3 of the lots lying northeasterly of Hawthorne Ave. in
| Walteria, pulled the surprise move, much to the joy of
[the residents.
|  Mr, Levitt told the coun-|~
lcil he was dropping the re |

struck
ground,
Police are seeking the un-

the!identified attacker,

| In another matter, coun=
quest for the time being be-|cilmen heard residents from
{cause of plans lo purchase|the area of 230th St. and
lother sections of the hill, If|{Iris Ave. request that their
ithose plans come through it{property be left as R-3 and
{will expand the area in-|a request for change to R-1
{volved and a new plan|be denied.
would have to be worked out| It was learned by officials
(for building both structures|that the area involved was
land streets. {originally zoned R-3 and the
{  Councilmen deliberated as|homeowners bought the land
{to whether or not Mr, Levit!|for this reason.
fcouid withdraw his request| A zone change had been
|since it had come this far, so|tried recently to R-1 and
|to legalize the matter they|was believed tp have gone
(voted to concur with theithrough until City Attorney
|planning commission recom- Stanley Remelmeyer discov- .
mendation, which was for|ered that because of failure
denial of the .1});\1;('.‘1“011. {o pl'op(\‘-]-\' n()“f.\' residents
Before Mr. Levitt left the|of a proposed change the
council chambers, several of|past action was probably not
the happy homenwners pin-|legal.
ned a large sign on his la-| Councilmen agreed if the
pel which read “Homes, Not homeowners had bought the
Apartments.” All the resi-/land believing it to be R-3
dents from Walteria wre ap-{it should remain the same,
(peared on the rezoning mat-/but with restrictions as to
(ter were wearing similar{what kind of multiple dwell«
badges. [ings could be erected.

——

The old building will soon be replaced with a new mod-
ern structure to agnin house the restaurant,
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